
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For Immediate Release 

Hospice of Marion County Spotlights 
April as National Healthcare Decisions Month    

 
(Ocala, FL – April 2, 2020) Each year Hospice of Marion County (HMC), along with many health 
organizations, provides increased education during April on National Healthcare Decisions Day which is 
recognized annually on April 16. This is a national program designed to inspire, educate and empower 
the public about the importance of advance care planning.  
 
As an organization that knows the importance of planning ahead for the unexpected medical crisis, 
Hospice of Marion County is pleased that the Marion County Board of Commissioners and the Ocala 
City Council issued proclamations recognizing the entire month of April as National Healthcare 
Decisions Month.  
 
Hospice of Marion County is spotlighting the theme: “Have the Talk, Give the Gift” throughout April in 
its advertising. It’s about more than having a Living Will. It’s a process of talking with your loved ones 
about what you want to happen should you not be able to speak for yourself and identifying who you 
want to speak for you. Advance Directives provide peace of mind and avoids burdening families with 
wondering what loved ones would have wanted. It’s never too early, until it’s too late. 
 
“Due to concerns during these uncertain times of the coronavirus outbreak, all community presentations 
that were scheduled on this topic during April have either been cancelled or postponed; we are taking 
every precaution to keep our community safe,” said Hospice of Marion County CEO Rick Bourne. 
Adding, “HMC emphasizes the need for advance care planning all year long.” 
 
Hospice of Marion County provides advance care planning forms at no charge to Marion County 
residents which can be downloaded from its website www.hospiceofmarion.com or they can call 352-
873-7400 to pick up a copy. 
 

### 
 

About Hospice of Marion County (HMC): A not-for-profit locally operated hospice, HMC has provided 
compassionate end-of-life care for patients and their families since 1983. Patients may receive services in their 
own home, assisted living facility, nursing home or in one of our three hospice houses. A comprehensive hospice 
model, HMC is the county’s third largest healthcare company and earned Deemed Status designation from the 
Joint Commission, the national gold standard for quality healthcare.  
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